
boxes, as well as bulk
selling crickets, earth-
worms and minnows to
help the program. 

He is also planning in
time to deal with live-
stock, noting a cattle
barn is in place. He will
give more attention to
that after the greenhouse
is up and operational. He
also noted funding would
be a factor in that. 

Kirkland is dealing
with 60 to 70 students
over three classes.

“They are good kids.
We have very few prob-
lems here,” he said. “I’ve
been living in Carbon
Hill my whole life. I’ve
been teaching ever since
the new school opened
here.” 

He’s found the transi-
tion to being an ag
teacher easy, except for
some of the paperwork
and emails he has had to
deal with daily.

“I never realized it was
that difficult to purchase
items,” he said. “You have
to fill out POs and item-
ized statements. By the
time you pick them up,
the price has changed

and the check is no good.”
The work not needing

paper is a different mat-
ter. 

“I’m very comfortable
with the hands-on
(work),” he said, noting

he owns much of the
same equipment at his
residence. 

As for what the public
could help with in terms
of donations, he pointed
to greenhouse tables,

seeds and fertilizer. 

He also noted once the
greenhouse is opera-
tional, he would like to
start a community gar-
den. “I’ve had several
people to mention that,”
he said, although he
would also have to find a
location on campus. 

Asked about the
biggest service the
courses offer, he said they
are beneficial for anyone
coming home and doing
work around the house,
allowing them to know
how to operate a skill
saw, a jig saw, hand saw,
drill press or welding
torches. It also helps in
doing basic lawn care or
pest control.

“Every single thing
here is hands on and
would help in no matter
what field you make a
living at, even if you
don’t make a living at
agriculture. When you
come home, every thing
we do here, I think, is

beneficial to just having
a household,” he said.

He noted he has
learned to do many re-
pairs and installations,
ranging from septic
tanks to wiring repairs.
For a while, he worried
education was losing
such lessons, but techni-
cal education is making a
comeback, which gives
him hope. 

“We bus three loads of
kids to the trade school
every day during school,”
he said. “I couldn’t have
said this several years
ago, but I think (state ed-
ucators) are really focus-
ing on hands-on
(education). You see com-
mercials for welders. Wal-
lace State (Community
College) is about to open
up a carpentry program.”

Anyone wanting to con-
tribute to the program or
who has more questions
may email Kirkland at
kirklands@wchslive.com. 

Page 8 – SPRING EDITION Jasper, Ala., Thurs., March 22, 2018 www.mountaineagle.com

Kirkland From Page 4

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ed Howell

Scott Kirkland is enjoying his new position as the agriscience teacher at
Carbon Hill High School. 

tomatoes and pepper plants in the school’s
agriculture greenhouse, and they have also
built a large storage barn from the ground up,
which they will sell to help raise money for
other agriscience projects. 

“We also have a new program where stu-
dents can get their certification in turf grass
management,” Moore said. “I grew up on a
farm and knew a little about the agriculture
side, as well as the construction side. But the
AquaCulture and Turf Grass programs have
not only been a learning experience for my
students, but for me as well.”

Moore said it was through his own high
school agriscience class, which he took at Win-
ston County High School, that he learned he
could do anything that he set his own mind to.

“I not only learned that I was capable of
using my hands for things I would not have
known otherwise, I also gained the confidence
to try. And that’s what I try to teach my stu-
dents,” Moore said. “They might not ever
make a career in something related to agri-
science. But the soft skills they learn here I
hope will give them the confidence to do
things on their own.”

Moore From Page 7

“I try to tell my students
to make sure they have
different options, av-
enues or skill sets. Don’t
limit themselves to just
specializing in one thing
but try to utilize all their
skills. I also encourage
them to get a technical
degree or multiple techni-
cal degrees and cross
training so they get a job
that won’t be replaced by
a robot someday.”

- Stephen Moore
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Oakman agriscience, FFA 
students making a difference

By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

OAKMAN — Oakman
High School’s agricul-
tural science and Future
Farmers of America
(FFA) students are mak-
ing a difference in their
community with the lead-
ership of their teacher,
Grant Nichols.

Nichols, the school’s
agriscience teacher, FFA
sponsor and fishing team
coach, says he wants stu-
dents to graduate with
not only a wide skill set
but also a heart for serv-
ice.

As a young boy, Nichols
spent time on his family’s
farm and watched his
dad tend to cattle and
crops. It was a family tra-
dition of strong work
ethic passed down from
his grandfather. Nichols
recalled growing up and
participating in FFA, and
he went on to get a bach-
elor’s degree in secondary
education from Athens
State University. He be-
came qualified to teach
agriscience six years ago,
which was a lifelong
dream, he says.

After filling in as an
agriscience teacher at
Curry High School, op-
portunity came
knocking.   

“The good Lord has got
a plan,” Nichols said.
“You’ve just got to trust
the plan, and I truly be-
lieve with all my heart
that the good Lord’s plan
was for me to come to
Oakman.”

For the past few years,
Nichols has worked with
Oakman High students
to learn woodworking,
farming and livestock
skills, and his FFA stu-
dents have made a posi-
tive impact in Walker

County by donating a
number of items they
have built.

In March, the students
crafted a wooden toy
chest for Young Farmers
of Walker County, which
sold for $475, and they
built barn style doors for
Youth Advocacy Pro-

grams’ new location in
Jasper. 

In October 2017, they
created an accessible
table and chairs for the
Equines Assisting Spe-
cial Individuals Ranch in
Jasper. 

Closer to home, they
help maintain the
grounds of Oakman’s Vet-
erans Memorial, and they
will soon be making
items to beautify the
town.   

“Our motto is simple
and old-fashioned, ‘Try to
leave it better than you
found it.’ What you do
today doesn’t just affect
today, it affects the days
to come. Everybody needs
a helping hand once in a
while,” Nichols said. 

While the students con-
tinue working on commu-
nity projects, they are
looking forward to using
their greenhouse again,
which had to be moved
due to the location of the
school’s new lunchroom.
Once the greenhouse is
reassembled by the be-
ginning of the next school
year, they will learn more
about planting vegeta-
bles and flowers.

Nichols said he is
proud of his students and
enjoys shaping them into
leaders.     

“We want to try to pro-
duce well-rounded stu-
dents,” he said.

Curry High agriscience instructor 
urges students to not limit themselves

Building
confidence

By ELANE JONES
Daily Mountain Eagle 

CURRY — Stephen
Moore, the agriscience in-
structor and FFA Advisor
at Curry High School, en-
courages his students to
not limit themselves to
just one skill set or career
goal. 

“I try to tell my stu-
dents to make sure they
have different options, av-
enues or skill sets. Don’t
limit themselves to just
specializing in one thing
but try to utilize all their
skills,” Moore said. “I also
encourage them to get a
technical degree or multi-
ple technical degrees and
cross training so they get
a job that won’t be re-
placed by a robot some-
day.”

With backgrounds in
both education and con-
struction, Moore knows
only too well the impor-
tance of getting a good
education in multiple ca-
reer fields and in having
more than one skill set.

“After high school, I
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Alabama with a
degree in education, and
taught school for about
two years,” Moore said.
“But I got out of teaching,
because at the time I
thought it (teaching) was-
n’t for me. I had a back-
ground in construction, so
I got into the construction
business instead.”

But it wasn’t long be-
fore things slowed down
in the construction busi-
ness, and Moore found his
way back to teaching
again.

“My interest in con-

struction was kind of my
reason for getting back
into teaching,” Moore
said. “My wife and I were
starting our own family,
so I wanted a job that
would be a little more
consistent.”

Moore and his wife,
Haley Wilson Moore, who
is a counselor at Curry
Elementary School, have
three children, five-year-
old triplets, Riley, Kinley
and Liam.

Moore not only wanted
to remain in the field of
construction; he also
wanted to teach the trade
to others.  

“We have a lot of con-
struction workers who
are retiring or getting out
of the trade,” Moore said.
“So I went back and got
re-certified to teach agri-
science, with a focus on

construction.”
Moore got his first job

teaching in his new ca-
reer path at Dora High
School.

“I taught at Dora for a
couple years before end-
ing up here at Curry
High School. This is my
fourth year here, and I re-
ally enjoy it,” Moore said.
“The kids are really good
and we have a number of
programs as well as sev-
eral skill building teams,
which include our Land,
Forestry and Livestock
Judging teams, our Safe
Tractor Driving Team,
and our Construction
Team.”

Moore’s students also
raise Koa fish in the
school’s aquaculture facil-
ity as well as a variety of

 C om e Join U s 
  THURSDAY    THRU    SUNDAY
 WITH A FULL MENU AND SPECIALTIES IN

 Steaks and Catfish
 Steam Table Sunday 

 11 am -2 pm

 Warrior River - off Franklin Ferry Road • 686-5522
 RESTAURANT AND MARINA

 Quinn’s
 L ANDING ,    Inc.

 “ T h ank  Y ou F or  Y our  B us ines s  ”
 FISH ARE BITING!!!

 Use Our Launch For Only $3

Photo Special to the Eagle

Oakman High School FFA students are shown with a pair of chairs and an accessible table they crafted
last year for the EASI Ranch. 

Photo Special to the Eagle

Pictured are Oakman High School FFA/agriscience students working on
chairs that were donated to EASI. At right, Oakman High School FFA stu-
dents made a wooden toy chest in March that was donated to Young Farm-
ers of Walker County.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Elane Jones

Curry High School Agri-Science Instructor/FFA Advisor Stephen Moore
shows one of his students, Matthew Gallagher, a senior at Curry High, how
to properly hold a board while using a table saw.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Elane Jones

Curry High School Agri-Science Instructor/FFA
Advisor Stephen Moore talks with students in his
school’s Turf Management Class about taking
their upcoming Turf Management Certification
test.

See MOORE, PAGE 8



By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle 

CORDOVA — Very few
of the students in Jared
Aaron’s agriscience class
at Cordova High School
expect to make a living
in agriculture after they
graduate. However, the
lessons they are learning
will be beneficial no mat-
ter which occupation
they choose.

“Agriculture is relevant
to everybody, but it’s rele-
vant to few as a career
path. Ag ed is so multi-
faceted that there is
something in it for every-
body,” said Aaron, who
has been an agriscience
teacher for 13 years.

In ag class, Aaron
shows students how the
math and science lessons
they are getting from
other teachers can be put
into practice.

Building something
with their own hands
teaches them the impor-
tance of teamwork and
stepping outside their
comfort zones.

“It’s also a way for
them to build confidence
in themselves. I stress to
them that there are a lot
of things they haven’t
done yet that they could
be really successful at if
they are willing to put
the work in,” Aaron said.

Occasionally, there are
opportunities for the stu-
dents to use their skills
to give back to the com-
munity.

Aaron’s students are
currently working on
projects for Bankhead
Middle School’s robotics
team and the YAP House
in Jasper.

For those students who
intend to pursue a career
in a skilled trade, the cre-
dentials they are earning
in ag class not only help
them meet graduate re-
quirements but also give
them a potential advan-
tage over other appli-
cants when they apply

for a job in a few years.
“We introduce kids to a

lot of different career
paths. They won’t be able
to learn everything about
carpentry or welding
here, but you get enough
of it to see if this is some-
thing that you want to
do,” Aaron said.

Aaron is also a propo-
nent of FFA, a student
organization incorpo-
rated into all
agriscience  programs
that emphasizes leader-
ship, personal growth
and career success.

Like many of his own
students, Aaron didn’t
know what to expect
when he walked into his
first agriscience class as
a freshman at Curry
High School.

However, he soon felt
at home in Gary Moss’
class.

When Aaron told Moss
that he planned to follow
in his footsteps, Moss

warned him that there
was more to the job than
he might have realized.

“I understand now be-
cause it just seemed like
he had a lot of fun. I have
a lot of fun, but there is a
lot going on behind the
scenes that the students
never see,” Aaron said.

However, Moss was
also quick to note that he
never went home without
feeling like he had
helped someone that
day. 

Now Aaron can say the
same.

After graduating from
Alabama A&M Univer-
sity, Aaron taught at
Fayette Middle School
and Winfield High School
before accepting a job
closer to home at Parrish
High School.

After six years, the
school closed and Aaron
moved to Dora High
School.

He took over the ag

program at CHS this
year.

“It’s hard to quantify
exactly how much the

students get out of a pro-
gram like this, but I
know because I was one
of them,” Aaron said.

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle 

Each year since 2014,
Walker County students
have participated in the
Alabama 4-H Chick
Chain Project. 

Participants pick up
18 pullets, or baby
chicks, at the Walker
County Extension Office
in the spring and raise
them until the North-
west Alabama Fair is
held in September. 

After showing and
selling their best three
hens at the fair, students
have the choice of har-
vesting their remaining
chickens for meat or
keeping them for egg
production. 

The chickens that Cor-
dova High School sopho-
more Emma Johnson
raised for the project
three years ago have
provided her with hun-
dreds of dozens of eggs
and hours of enjoyment.
They also opened her
eyes to a future career
opportunity. 

“I wanted to be a vet
until my chickens came
along,” Emma said. 

This year, Emma will
be helping members of
the Walker County Ex-
tension Office staff vac-
cinate the chicks before
they are distributed to
local 4-H students. 

She volunteered for
the job because she
plans to major in poultry
science at Auburn Uni-
versity. 

Emma didn’t know
such a degree existed

until she noticed poultry
inspectors going about
their work at the 2015
fair, where her Rhode Is-
land Reds won Best in
Show. 

The three Rhode Is-
land Reds are among the
seven chickens from that
original group that still
have a home in Emma’s
backyard. 

Last summer, she and
her family replaced the
ones that have died of
natural causes or been
given away, bringing the
total number back up to
17. 

The chickens produce
an average of six to 12
eggs a day depending on
the season. The eggs are
high in protein and last

weeks longer than those
bought in the grocery
store because Emma
doesn’t immediately
wash off the natural
coating that seals the
shell’s pores. 

As long as they stay
healthy, Emma can ex-
pect the chickens to con-
tinue laying eggs for at
least three to four more
years. 

At that point, other
chicken owners might
consider harvesting
them, but Emma, who
has names for all of her
chickens and is training
some of them to do sim-
ple tricks, won’t hear of
it. 

“I’ll still love them,”
she said.
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SPRING EDITION COMING SOON!

Aaron helps students build confidence in ag class

Former Chick Chain participant
considering career in poultry science

An egg-cellent
opportunity

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Emma Johnson, a sophomore at Cordova High School, poses with one of
the 17 chickens that she raises in her family’s backyard.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Emma Johnson collects an average of six to 12
eggs a day from the 17 chickens she raises.
Emma was a participant in the Alabama 4-H
Chick Chain Project three years ago.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Cordova High School agriscience instructor Jared
Aaron works with a student in the ag shop.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Cordova High School agriscience instructor Jared
Aaron stands in front of the greenhouse located
behind the school. One of Aaron’s immediate
goals for the program is to complete construction
of the greenhouse.



By LEA RIZZO
Daily Mountain Eagle

DORA — Josh Melson,
agriscience teacher at
Dora High School, is
looking to bring his per-
spective from the agri-
culture industry into the
classroom.

“I actually worked in
the [agriculture] indus-
try before. I was an ex-
tension agent in
Lawrence County,” Mel-
son said. 

“I always had an inter-
est to begin teaching and
the opportunity came up
at Dora.”

As an extension agent,
Melson worked with
adult education in terms
of providing agriculture
producers with the most
recent and updated re-
search-based informa-
tion, along with youth
work through 4H. 

This is Melson’s first
year as a teacher, start-
ing at Dora in November
2017.

Melson explained that
there are three compo-
nents of ag — the class-
room and laboratory,
SAEs (supervisor agri-
culture experience) and
FFA, which is a student
organization.

He added that they
focus on a variety of dif-
ferent areas in the class-
room. So far this
semester, the class has
learned about animal
science and small en-
gines. 

Later, students will
study landscape design,
woodworking and finish
the semester with weld-
ing.

“It’s a broad spectrum
in agriculture,” Melson
said. “Next year, it may
be something that’s to-
tally different because
we have that realm to
play with, of the differ-
ent things we teach and
provide our kids because
agriculture is such a
broad field.”

Melson also requires

his students to have an
SAE, which could range
from a job to improve-
ment or volunteer proj-
ects. He said that this
helps them to learn new
skills and gain valuable

experience.
Prior to starting at

Dora, Melson had a long
history of involvement
with the FFA, saying it
piqued his interest and
was one of his strengths. 

“It’s very fun and you
get to experience a lot of
things,” Melson said of
participating in the FFA.
“My experience in high
school, I met a lot of peo-
ple and made a lot of
connections [through the
FFA]. That’s what I want
to expose these kids to,
because a lot of those
connections carried on
with me through college”
and are still carrying on
today as industry con-
nections.

“When you compete,
you’re put in a situation
where you have to make
a decision and you have
to go to a judge and de-
fend that decision,” he
continued. “That’s some-
thing we all do every
day. And it develops
those skills where you
can talk to people and be
confident in the deci-
sions you make. It’s de-
veloping those soft
skills   

Dora will be partici-
pating in FFA competi-
tions this year, with
teams in livestock judg-
ing and horse judging, a
prepared public speaker,
an extemporaneous pub-
lic speaker, small en-
gines and floriculture. 

“They’re trying to take
what they learned in the
classroom and compete
in it in the student or-
ganization,” Melson ex-
plained. 
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The happiest teacher in the county
By ED HOWELL
Daily Mountain Eagle

CARBON HILL - Scott
Kirkland is finally an
agriscience teacher —
decades after he wanted
to have such a position. 

And he is having a
great time at it. 

Asked if he is enjoying
the new job, he replies,
“That is an understate-
ment. I’m the happiest
teacher in the county
right now. I can assure
you that.” 

He noted his mother,
who passed away after he
got the job, said “Things
do kind of work out. It
makes a full circle.” 

Although he only
began the position in
January, he is already
deeply involved in trying
to get the school’s new
greenhouse operational
by this fall, and is com-
mitted to making sure
students get basic skills
that will help them in life
and possibly in job skills
for the future. 

Kirkland, 52, is now in
his 14th year as a
teacher at Carbon Hill
High School, where he
has also served time in
the past as a coach. 

The son of the late Joe
and Faye Kirkland of
Carbon Hill, he was a
1984 graduate of Carbon
Hill High School. He
would eventually go to
work for a number of
years in various fields,
including railroads, the
NTN-Bower ball bearing
plant in Hamilton and
manufacture housing
plants. 

“I was 35 before I
started teaching school,”
he said, noting he would
take a class or two at a
time while he was work-
ing. “I squeezed a four-
year degree into four
years. My dream was to
be an ag teacher,” ever
since he graduated from
high school, where he
took ag for four years

under Glen Gober. “He
was a mentor and I still
look up to him. That’s
what I always wanted to
do.” 

He grew up on a hog
farm but when he was 10
his father had a stroke,
ending that operation. He
obtained a teaching de-
gree from the University
of Alabama at Birming-
ham. 

Moreover, he has al-
ways been active in con-
struction and renovations
for residential
homes. Kirkland pur-
chased the old 20-acre
Carbon Hill High School
property, including the
baseball and football
field, refurbishing the old
home economics building
and the old gym, and is
in the process of doing
the same with the old

rock-faced ag building.
“My daughter (Leslie

Burrough, married to
Carbon Hill City Council-
man McClain Burrough)
lives in the home ec
building and my son
(Garrett Kirkland, whose
wife is Jessica) will soon
live in the ag building.
He’s living in the back of
the gym. I’ve got two
apartments where the
locker rooms were in the
old gym,” he said. “He
and his wife and a friend
of his he played college
basketball with live in
the other apartment.” 

He clarified the city-
owned Blue Gym is the
old junior high school,
part of the elementary
school campus that was
hit by a tornado. The old
high school was damaged
by fire.

“I bought the old
sawmill years ago in
town. I live right on
Front Street in the old
Galloway Coal Co. build-
ing,” he said, noting he
lives there with his wife
of 30 years, Georgette. He
also has a building next
to the Pizza Bar. 

“I’ve just always been
into buying and redoing
and building,” Kirkland
said. “I’ve built several
new constructions, but I
really like redoing old,
old structures.” 

His skills at renovating
school and commercial
buildings into homes led
to a TV crew from
HGTV’s “You Live in
What?” program to re-
cently tape an episode.
“They filmed for hours,”
he said, noting homes get
a four- or five-minute

clip. They went into the
Front Street and home ec
homes, as well as the
gym, with plans to come
back next year for the ag
building home his son
will be living in by then. 

This first semester, he
is teaching horticulture,
fish and wildlife and inte-
rior construction. The
real focus is the school’s
greenhouse, which was
shipped in a couple of
years ago and put to-
gether by the ag depart-
ment. However, in the
transition between teach-
ers, it was not
completed. 

It still needs a water
cooling wall to cool it, al-
though that has been ob-
tained. Once that is done,
the county system will
hook up utilities to it.
Some tables are also or-

dered. 
“That will be my focus

for a year or two until I
really get it rolling,” he
said. “My goal is by the
first of next school year
we can actually start
using it.” 

Kirkland said he hopes
in the future to have
fundraisers by selling
items such as tomato and
pepper plants, and he
wants to use aquaponic
methods to raise plans in
water and raising fish
(using the water to also
grow the plants). Stu-
dents would have a
hands-on role in the ef-
fort. 

Kirkland hopes fish
and wildlife is taught
again when students are
getting ready to get their
hunting licenses, as that
would open the door to
construct shooting
houses and possibly dif-
ferent tree stands. 

“With horticulture, the
building part of it, I
would like to make bee
boxes and Martin houses,
that sort of thing,” he
said. “Every subject we
teach in general ag is
pretty broad so you can
incorporate hands on
building projects that go
along with actual grow-
ing projects. There is a
turf management pro-
gram (Assistant Princi-
pal Adam Aldridge) has
encouraged me to get
into for some credential-
ing. If we do, we might
even with the blessings
of some of the
coaches,  we may even
take on one of the fields
to implement our pro-
gram.”

Kirkland said he might
even go back to an idea
from his parents’ genera-
tion, where their ag
teacher sold crickets,
earthworms and min-
nows. Once the green-
house is operational, he
could see making worm

Melson brings industry perspective to Dora classroom

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ed Howell

Scott Kirkland is enjoying his new position as the agriscience teacher at Carbon Hill High School. 

See KIRKLAND, PAGE 8
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Dora High School agriscience teacher Josh Melson teaches student Kaleb Towns about small engines.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Lea Rizzo

Dora High School agriscience teacher Josh Mel-
son



By LEA RIZZO
Daily Mountain Eagle

DORA — Josh Melson,
agriscience teacher at
Dora High School, is
looking to bring his per-
spective from the agri-
culture industry into the
classroom.

“I actually worked in
the [agriculture] indus-
try before. I was an ex-
tension agent in
Lawrence County,” Mel-
son said. 

“I always had an inter-
est to begin teaching and
the opportunity came up
at Dora.”

As an extension agent,
Melson worked with
adult education in terms
of providing agriculture
producers with the most
recent and updated re-
search-based informa-
tion, along with youth
work through 4H. 

This is Melson’s first
year as a teacher, start-
ing at Dora in November
2017.

Melson explained that
there are three compo-
nents of ag — the class-
room and laboratory,
SAEs (supervisor agri-
culture experience) and
FFA, which is a student
organization.

He added that they
focus on a variety of dif-
ferent areas in the class-
room. So far this
semester, the class has
learned about animal
science and small en-
gines. 

Later, students will
study landscape design,
woodworking and finish
the semester with weld-
ing.

“It’s a broad spectrum
in agriculture,” Melson
said. “Next year, it may
be something that’s to-
tally different because
we have that realm to
play with, of the differ-
ent things we teach and
provide our kids because
agriculture is such a
broad field.”

Melson also requires

his students to have an
SAE, which could range
from a job to improve-
ment or volunteer proj-
ects. He said that this
helps them to learn new
skills and gain valuable

experience.
Prior to starting at

Dora, Melson had a long
history of involvement
with the FFA, saying it
piqued his interest and
was one of his strengths. 

“It’s very fun and you
get to experience a lot of
things,” Melson said of
participating in the FFA.
“My experience in high
school, I met a lot of peo-
ple and made a lot of
connections [through the
FFA]. That’s what I want
to expose these kids to,
because a lot of those
connections carried on
with me through college”
and are still carrying on
today as industry con-
nections.

“When you compete,
you’re put in a situation
where you have to make
a decision and you have
to go to a judge and de-
fend that decision,” he
continued. “That’s some-
thing we all do every
day. And it develops
those skills where you
can talk to people and be
confident in the deci-
sions you make. It’s de-
veloping those soft
skills   

Dora will be partici-
pating in FFA competi-
tions this year, with
teams in livestock judg-
ing and horse judging, a
prepared public speaker,
an extemporaneous pub-
lic speaker, small en-
gines and floriculture. 

“They’re trying to take
what they learned in the
classroom and compete
in it in the student or-
ganization,” Melson ex-
plained. 
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The happiest teacher in the county
By ED HOWELL
Daily Mountain Eagle

CARBON HILL - Scott
Kirkland is finally an
agriscience teacher —
decades after he wanted
to have such a position. 

And he is having a
great time at it. 

Asked if he is enjoying
the new job, he replies,
“That is an understate-
ment. I’m the happiest
teacher in the county
right now. I can assure
you that.” 

He noted his mother,
who passed away after he
got the job, said “Things
do kind of work out. It
makes a full circle.” 

Although he only
began the position in
January, he is already
deeply involved in trying
to get the school’s new
greenhouse operational
by this fall, and is com-
mitted to making sure
students get basic skills
that will help them in life
and possibly in job skills
for the future. 

Kirkland, 52, is now in
his 14th year as a
teacher at Carbon Hill
High School, where he
has also served time in
the past as a coach. 

The son of the late Joe
and Faye Kirkland of
Carbon Hill, he was a
1984 graduate of Carbon
Hill High School. He
would eventually go to
work for a number of
years in various fields,
including railroads, the
NTN-Bower ball bearing
plant in Hamilton and
manufacture housing
plants. 

“I was 35 before I
started teaching school,”
he said, noting he would
take a class or two at a
time while he was work-
ing. “I squeezed a four-
year degree into four
years. My dream was to
be an ag teacher,” ever
since he graduated from
high school, where he
took ag for four years

under Glen Gober. “He
was a mentor and I still
look up to him. That’s
what I always wanted to
do.” 

He grew up on a hog
farm but when he was 10
his father had a stroke,
ending that operation. He
obtained a teaching de-
gree from the University
of Alabama at Birming-
ham. 

Moreover, he has al-
ways been active in con-
struction and renovations
for residential
homes. Kirkland pur-
chased the old 20-acre
Carbon Hill High School
property, including the
baseball and football
field, refurbishing the old
home economics building
and the old gym, and is
in the process of doing
the same with the old

rock-faced ag building.
“My daughter (Leslie

Burrough, married to
Carbon Hill City Council-
man McClain Burrough)
lives in the home ec
building and my son
(Garrett Kirkland, whose
wife is Jessica) will soon
live in the ag building.
He’s living in the back of
the gym. I’ve got two
apartments where the
locker rooms were in the
old gym,” he said. “He
and his wife and a friend
of his he played college
basketball with live in
the other apartment.” 

He clarified the city-
owned Blue Gym is the
old junior high school,
part of the elementary
school campus that was
hit by a tornado. The old
high school was damaged
by fire.

“I bought the old
sawmill years ago in
town. I live right on
Front Street in the old
Galloway Coal Co. build-
ing,” he said, noting he
lives there with his wife
of 30 years, Georgette. He
also has a building next
to the Pizza Bar. 

“I’ve just always been
into buying and redoing
and building,” Kirkland
said. “I’ve built several
new constructions, but I
really like redoing old,
old structures.” 

His skills at renovating
school and commercial
buildings into homes led
to a TV crew from
HGTV’s “You Live in
What?” program to re-
cently tape an episode.
“They filmed for hours,”
he said, noting homes get
a four- or five-minute

clip. They went into the
Front Street and home ec
homes, as well as the
gym, with plans to come
back next year for the ag
building home his son
will be living in by then. 

This first semester, he
is teaching horticulture,
fish and wildlife and inte-
rior construction. The
real focus is the school’s
greenhouse, which was
shipped in a couple of
years ago and put to-
gether by the ag depart-
ment. However, in the
transition between teach-
ers, it was not
completed. 

It still needs a water
cooling wall to cool it, al-
though that has been ob-
tained. Once that is done,
the county system will
hook up utilities to it.
Some tables are also or-

dered. 
“That will be my focus

for a year or two until I
really get it rolling,” he
said. “My goal is by the
first of next school year
we can actually start
using it.” 

Kirkland said he hopes
in the future to have
fundraisers by selling
items such as tomato and
pepper plants, and he
wants to use aquaponic
methods to raise plans in
water and raising fish
(using the water to also
grow the plants). Stu-
dents would have a
hands-on role in the ef-
fort. 

Kirkland hopes fish
and wildlife is taught
again when students are
getting ready to get their
hunting licenses, as that
would open the door to
construct shooting
houses and possibly dif-
ferent tree stands. 

“With horticulture, the
building part of it, I
would like to make bee
boxes and Martin houses,
that sort of thing,” he
said. “Every subject we
teach in general ag is
pretty broad so you can
incorporate hands on
building projects that go
along with actual grow-
ing projects. There is a
turf management pro-
gram (Assistant Princi-
pal Adam Aldridge) has
encouraged me to get
into for some credential-
ing. If we do, we might
even with the blessings
of some of the
coaches,  we may even
take on one of the fields
to implement our pro-
gram.”

Kirkland said he might
even go back to an idea
from his parents’ genera-
tion, where their ag
teacher sold crickets,
earthworms and min-
nows. Once the green-
house is operational, he
could see making worm

Melson brings industry perspective to Dora classroom

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ed Howell

Scott Kirkland is enjoying his new position as the agriscience teacher at Carbon Hill High School. 

See KIRKLAND, PAGE 8
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Dora High School agriscience teacher Josh Melson teaches student Kaleb Towns about small engines.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Lea Rizzo

Dora High School agriscience teacher Josh Mel-
son



By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle 

CORDOVA — Very few
of the students in Jared
Aaron’s agriscience class
at Cordova High School
expect to make a living
in agriculture after they
graduate. However, the
lessons they are learning
will be beneficial no mat-
ter which occupation
they choose.

“Agriculture is relevant
to everybody, but it’s rele-
vant to few as a career
path. Ag ed is so multi-
faceted that there is
something in it for every-
body,” said Aaron, who
has been an agriscience
teacher for 13 years.

In ag class, Aaron
shows students how the
math and science lessons
they are getting from
other teachers can be put
into practice.

Building something
with their own hands
teaches them the impor-
tance of teamwork and
stepping outside their
comfort zones.

“It’s also a way for
them to build confidence
in themselves. I stress to
them that there are a lot
of things they haven’t
done yet that they could
be really successful at if
they are willing to put
the work in,” Aaron said.

Occasionally, there are
opportunities for the stu-
dents to use their skills
to give back to the com-
munity.

Aaron’s students are
currently working on
projects for Bankhead
Middle School’s robotics
team and the YAP House
in Jasper.

For those students who
intend to pursue a career
in a skilled trade, the cre-
dentials they are earning
in ag class not only help
them meet graduate re-
quirements but also give
them a potential advan-
tage over other appli-
cants when they apply

for a job in a few years.
“We introduce kids to a

lot of different career
paths. They won’t be able
to learn everything about
carpentry or welding
here, but you get enough
of it to see if this is some-
thing that you want to
do,” Aaron said.

Aaron is also a propo-
nent of FFA, a student
organization incorpo-
rated into all
agriscience  programs
that emphasizes leader-
ship, personal growth
and career success.

Like many of his own
students, Aaron didn’t
know what to expect
when he walked into his
first agriscience class as
a freshman at Curry
High School.

However, he soon felt
at home in Gary Moss’
class.

When Aaron told Moss
that he planned to follow
in his footsteps, Moss

warned him that there
was more to the job than
he might have realized.

“I understand now be-
cause it just seemed like
he had a lot of fun. I have
a lot of fun, but there is a
lot going on behind the
scenes that the students
never see,” Aaron said.

However, Moss was
also quick to note that he
never went home without
feeling like he had
helped someone that
day. 

Now Aaron can say the
same.

After graduating from
Alabama A&M Univer-
sity, Aaron taught at
Fayette Middle School
and Winfield High School
before accepting a job
closer to home at Parrish
High School.

After six years, the
school closed and Aaron
moved to Dora High
School.

He took over the ag

program at CHS this
year.

“It’s hard to quantify
exactly how much the

students get out of a pro-
gram like this, but I
know because I was one
of them,” Aaron said.

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle 

Each year since 2014,
Walker County students
have participated in the
Alabama 4-H Chick
Chain Project. 

Participants pick up
18 pullets, or baby
chicks, at the Walker
County Extension Office
in the spring and raise
them until the North-
west Alabama Fair is
held in September. 

After showing and
selling their best three
hens at the fair, students
have the choice of har-
vesting their remaining
chickens for meat or
keeping them for egg
production. 

The chickens that Cor-
dova High School sopho-
more Emma Johnson
raised for the project
three years ago have
provided her with hun-
dreds of dozens of eggs
and hours of enjoyment.
They also opened her
eyes to a future career
opportunity. 

“I wanted to be a vet
until my chickens came
along,” Emma said. 

This year, Emma will
be helping members of
the Walker County Ex-
tension Office staff vac-
cinate the chicks before
they are distributed to
local 4-H students. 

She volunteered for
the job because she
plans to major in poultry
science at Auburn Uni-
versity. 

Emma didn’t know
such a degree existed

until she noticed poultry
inspectors going about
their work at the 2015
fair, where her Rhode Is-
land Reds won Best in
Show. 

The three Rhode Is-
land Reds are among the
seven chickens from that
original group that still
have a home in Emma’s
backyard. 

Last summer, she and
her family replaced the
ones that have died of
natural causes or been
given away, bringing the
total number back up to
17. 

The chickens produce
an average of six to 12
eggs a day depending on
the season. The eggs are
high in protein and last

weeks longer than those
bought in the grocery
store because Emma
doesn’t immediately
wash off the natural
coating that seals the
shell’s pores. 

As long as they stay
healthy, Emma can ex-
pect the chickens to con-
tinue laying eggs for at
least three to four more
years. 

At that point, other
chicken owners might
consider harvesting
them, but Emma, who
has names for all of her
chickens and is training
some of them to do sim-
ple tricks, won’t hear of
it. 

“I’ll still love them,”
she said.
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SPRING EDITION COMING SOON!

Aaron helps students build confidence in ag class

Former Chick Chain participant
considering career in poultry science

An egg-cellent
opportunity

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Emma Johnson, a sophomore at Cordova High School, poses with one of
the 17 chickens that she raises in her family’s backyard.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Emma Johnson collects an average of six to 12
eggs a day from the 17 chickens she raises.
Emma was a participant in the Alabama 4-H
Chick Chain Project three years ago.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Cordova High School agriscience instructor Jared
Aaron works with a student in the ag shop.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Cordova High School agriscience instructor Jared
Aaron stands in front of the greenhouse located
behind the school. One of Aaron’s immediate
goals for the program is to complete construction
of the greenhouse.
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Oakman agriscience, FFA 
students making a difference

By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

OAKMAN — Oakman
High School’s agricul-
tural science and Future
Farmers of America
(FFA) students are mak-
ing a difference in their
community with the lead-
ership of their teacher,
Grant Nichols.

Nichols, the school’s
agriscience teacher, FFA
sponsor and fishing team
coach, says he wants stu-
dents to graduate with
not only a wide skill set
but also a heart for serv-
ice.

As a young boy, Nichols
spent time on his family’s
farm and watched his
dad tend to cattle and
crops. It was a family tra-
dition of strong work
ethic passed down from
his grandfather. Nichols
recalled growing up and
participating in FFA, and
he went on to get a bach-
elor’s degree in secondary
education from Athens
State University. He be-
came qualified to teach
agriscience six years ago,
which was a lifelong
dream, he says.

After filling in as an
agriscience teacher at
Curry High School, op-
portunity came
knocking.   

“The good Lord has got
a plan,” Nichols said.
“You’ve just got to trust
the plan, and I truly be-
lieve with all my heart
that the good Lord’s plan
was for me to come to
Oakman.”

For the past few years,
Nichols has worked with
Oakman High students
to learn woodworking,
farming and livestock
skills, and his FFA stu-
dents have made a posi-
tive impact in Walker

County by donating a
number of items they
have built.

In March, the students
crafted a wooden toy
chest for Young Farmers
of Walker County, which
sold for $475, and they
built barn style doors for
Youth Advocacy Pro-

grams’ new location in
Jasper. 

In October 2017, they
created an accessible
table and chairs for the
Equines Assisting Spe-
cial Individuals Ranch in
Jasper. 

Closer to home, they
help maintain the
grounds of Oakman’s Vet-
erans Memorial, and they
will soon be making
items to beautify the
town.   

“Our motto is simple
and old-fashioned, ‘Try to
leave it better than you
found it.’ What you do
today doesn’t just affect
today, it affects the days
to come. Everybody needs
a helping hand once in a
while,” Nichols said. 

While the students con-
tinue working on commu-
nity projects, they are
looking forward to using
their greenhouse again,
which had to be moved
due to the location of the
school’s new lunchroom.
Once the greenhouse is
reassembled by the be-
ginning of the next school
year, they will learn more
about planting vegeta-
bles and flowers.

Nichols said he is
proud of his students and
enjoys shaping them into
leaders.     

“We want to try to pro-
duce well-rounded stu-
dents,” he said.

Curry High agriscience instructor 
urges students to not limit themselves

Building
confidence

By ELANE JONES
Daily Mountain Eagle 

CURRY — Stephen
Moore, the agriscience in-
structor and FFA Advisor
at Curry High School, en-
courages his students to
not limit themselves to
just one skill set or career
goal. 

“I try to tell my stu-
dents to make sure they
have different options, av-
enues or skill sets. Don’t
limit themselves to just
specializing in one thing
but try to utilize all their
skills,” Moore said. “I also
encourage them to get a
technical degree or multi-
ple technical degrees and
cross training so they get
a job that won’t be re-
placed by a robot some-
day.”

With backgrounds in
both education and con-
struction, Moore knows
only too well the impor-
tance of getting a good
education in multiple ca-
reer fields and in having
more than one skill set.

“After high school, I
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Alabama with a
degree in education, and
taught school for about
two years,” Moore said.
“But I got out of teaching,
because at the time I
thought it (teaching) was-
n’t for me. I had a back-
ground in construction, so
I got into the construction
business instead.”

But it wasn’t long be-
fore things slowed down
in the construction busi-
ness, and Moore found his
way back to teaching
again.

“My interest in con-

struction was kind of my
reason for getting back
into teaching,” Moore
said. “My wife and I were
starting our own family,
so I wanted a job that
would be a little more
consistent.”

Moore and his wife,
Haley Wilson Moore, who
is a counselor at Curry
Elementary School, have
three children, five-year-
old triplets, Riley, Kinley
and Liam.

Moore not only wanted
to remain in the field of
construction; he also
wanted to teach the trade
to others.  

“We have a lot of con-
struction workers who
are retiring or getting out
of the trade,” Moore said.
“So I went back and got
re-certified to teach agri-
science, with a focus on

construction.”
Moore got his first job

teaching in his new ca-
reer path at Dora High
School.

“I taught at Dora for a
couple years before end-
ing up here at Curry
High School. This is my
fourth year here, and I re-
ally enjoy it,” Moore said.
“The kids are really good
and we have a number of
programs as well as sev-
eral skill building teams,
which include our Land,
Forestry and Livestock
Judging teams, our Safe
Tractor Driving Team,
and our Construction
Team.”

Moore’s students also
raise Koa fish in the
school’s aquaculture facil-
ity as well as a variety of

 C om e Join U s 
  THURSDAY    THRU    SUNDAY
 WITH A FULL MENU AND SPECIALTIES IN

 Steaks and Catfish
 Steam Table Sunday 

 11 am -2 pm

 Warrior River - off Franklin Ferry Road • 686-5522
 RESTAURANT AND MARINA

 Quinn’s
 L ANDING ,    Inc.

 “ T h ank  Y ou F or  Y our  B us ines s  ”
 FISH ARE BITING!!!

 Use Our Launch For Only $3

Photo Special to the Eagle

Oakman High School FFA students are shown with a pair of chairs and an accessible table they crafted
last year for the EASI Ranch. 

Photo Special to the Eagle

Pictured are Oakman High School FFA/agriscience students working on
chairs that were donated to EASI. At right, Oakman High School FFA stu-
dents made a wooden toy chest in March that was donated to Young Farm-
ers of Walker County.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Elane Jones

Curry High School Agri-Science Instructor/FFA Advisor Stephen Moore
shows one of his students, Matthew Gallagher, a senior at Curry High, how
to properly hold a board while using a table saw.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Elane Jones

Curry High School Agri-Science Instructor/FFA
Advisor Stephen Moore talks with students in his
school’s Turf Management Class about taking
their upcoming Turf Management Certification
test.

See MOORE, PAGE 8



boxes, as well as bulk
selling crickets, earth-
worms and minnows to
help the program. 

He is also planning in
time to deal with live-
stock, noting a cattle
barn is in place. He will
give more attention to
that after the greenhouse
is up and operational. He
also noted funding would
be a factor in that. 

Kirkland is dealing
with 60 to 70 students
over three classes.

“They are good kids.
We have very few prob-
lems here,” he said. “I’ve
been living in Carbon
Hill my whole life. I’ve
been teaching ever since
the new school opened
here.” 

He’s found the transi-
tion to being an ag
teacher easy, except for
some of the paperwork
and emails he has had to
deal with daily.

“I never realized it was
that difficult to purchase
items,” he said. “You have
to fill out POs and item-
ized statements. By the
time you pick them up,
the price has changed

and the check is no good.”
The work not needing

paper is a different mat-
ter. 

“I’m very comfortable
with the hands-on
(work),” he said, noting

he owns much of the
same equipment at his
residence. 

As for what the public
could help with in terms
of donations, he pointed
to greenhouse tables,

seeds and fertilizer. 

He also noted once the
greenhouse is opera-
tional, he would like to
start a community gar-
den. “I’ve had several
people to mention that,”
he said, although he
would also have to find a
location on campus. 

Asked about the
biggest service the
courses offer, he said they
are beneficial for anyone
coming home and doing
work around the house,
allowing them to know
how to operate a skill
saw, a jig saw, hand saw,
drill press or welding
torches. It also helps in
doing basic lawn care or
pest control.

“Every single thing
here is hands on and
would help in no matter
what field you make a
living at, even if you
don’t make a living at
agriculture. When you
come home, every thing
we do here, I think, is

beneficial to just having
a household,” he said.

He noted he has
learned to do many re-
pairs and installations,
ranging from septic
tanks to wiring repairs.
For a while, he worried
education was losing
such lessons, but techni-
cal education is making a
comeback, which gives
him hope. 

“We bus three loads of
kids to the trade school
every day during school,”
he said. “I couldn’t have
said this several years
ago, but I think (state ed-
ucators) are really focus-
ing on hands-on
(education). You see com-
mercials for welders. Wal-
lace State (Community
College) is about to open
up a carpentry program.”

Anyone wanting to con-
tribute to the program or
who has more questions
may email Kirkland at
kirklands@wchslive.com. 
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Kirkland From Page 4

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ed Howell

Scott Kirkland is enjoying his new position as the agriscience teacher at
Carbon Hill High School. 

tomatoes and pepper plants in the school’s
agriculture greenhouse, and they have also
built a large storage barn from the ground up,
which they will sell to help raise money for
other agriscience projects. 

“We also have a new program where stu-
dents can get their certification in turf grass
management,” Moore said. “I grew up on a
farm and knew a little about the agriculture
side, as well as the construction side. But the
AquaCulture and Turf Grass programs have
not only been a learning experience for my
students, but for me as well.”

Moore said it was through his own high
school agriscience class, which he took at Win-
ston County High School, that he learned he
could do anything that he set his own mind to.

“I not only learned that I was capable of
using my hands for things I would not have
known otherwise, I also gained the confidence
to try. And that’s what I try to teach my stu-
dents,” Moore said. “They might not ever
make a career in something related to agri-
science. But the soft skills they learn here I
hope will give them the confidence to do
things on their own.”

Moore From Page 7

“I try to tell my students
to make sure they have
different options, av-
enues or skill sets. Don’t
limit themselves to just
specializing in one thing
but try to utilize all their
skills. I also encourage
them to get a technical
degree or multiple techni-
cal degrees and cross
training so they get a job
that won’t be replaced by
a robot someday.”

- Stephen Moore
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